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 Washington “ Congressman John W. Olver  (D-MA) took a unique                stand today by proposing an amendment to the Africa Growth and Opportunity                Act (H.R. 434) stipulating that the AIDS crisis be a central component                of American foreign and economic policy in Africa. The amendment                was accepted by a unanimous voice vote and was adopted in the final                passage of the Africa trade bill by a vote of 234 - 163.  Olver                argued that the HIV/AIDS epidemic in Africa has an overwhelming                impact upon the goal of sustained growth and development through                expanded trade in sub-Saharan Africa.              

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, the state of Massachusetts                is among the top exporters (ranked 12th) in the country.  This                includes an estimated $75 - $100 million per year to sub-Saharan                Africa.              

Olver was joined by bi-partisan cosponsors including Mark Foley                of Florida, Nancy Pelosi of California, Steve Horn of California,                John Lewis of Georgia, Sheila Jackson-Lee of Texas, Amo Houghton                of New York, and Sue Kelly of New York.              

œThis amendment makes the Africa trade bill a better piece of legislation                by giving Congress the opportunity to recognize the impact of HIV/AIDS                on Africa when it considers relevant trade policy issues,” Olver                said.  œWhen individuals between the ages of 15 and 49 are                hit hardest by HIV/AIDS, as is the case throughout Africa,                 you are essentially wiping out the population responsible for supporting                the economy.”              

Olver continued, œThis epidemic is too powerful to ignore if we                are serious about expanding economic opportunities in Africa.”              

As a result of this viral epidemic in sub-Saharan Africa, ten million                have already died, fifteen million are dying, and at least twenty-one                million are identified as having HIV/AIDS.              

The HIV/AIDS crisis is destructive to families, societies, and                economies in more than a few nations. For example, the populations                of Botswana, Namibia, Zimbabwe, and Zambia have twenty-percent of                their adults infected with HIV/AIDS.  Most of these individuals                are in the 15-49 year age-group.  Therefore, economic advancement                cannot truly be achieved with a sizable portion of the populace                unable to fully contribute.  Ironically, it is that same economic                progress which is in turn imperative to the development of local                resources crucial to fighting that virus which afflicts them.              

The bipartisan œSense of Congress” amendment says the following
               : 
               Â Addressing the HIV/AIDS crisis should be central to U.S. foreign                policy in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

               Â Progress must be made to prevent and treat AIDS before there can                be hope for sustained beneficial trading partnerships. 

               Â HIV/AIDS is a global threat which merits greatly expanded government                policy, private efforts, and appropriate legislation by Congress.             
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